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South Burlington -- South Burlington School District School Board Chair Patrick Leduc 
issued the following statement today: 
  
On February 1st, the South Burlington School Board unanimously decided that the 
school will no longer use the Rebel identifier as of August 2017.  The Board remains 
committed to providing a respectful and supportive educational environment for all 
students.  As a district we work hard to create an atmosphere that is inclusive so that all 
of our students have the best opportunity to access education, participate in school 
activities, and learn. The Board's decision was based on the awareness that the Rebel 
identifier was interfering in that sense of inclusion and unity of all students. 
  
Concerns about the Rebel name come from its ties to Confederate soldiers during the 
Civil War who were nicknamed "Rebels." Many of our students, community members, 
and staff consider the name a symbol for values that are not aligned with the District's 
values.  Some find the name offensive and threatening.  On that basis, Superintendent 
David Young recommended a name change to the Board. 
  
In addition to the concerns, the Board carefully considered the tradition and school's 
long history of being known as the Rebels.  Because the name was once quite effective at 
unifying the school community, many in our community and alumni have an 
attachment to the Rebel name.  However, for over twenty years the school and District 
have engaged in a visible, ongoing, and documented effort to distance the school from 
the name's Confederate connection.  
  
The Board concluded that the racism historically associated with the Confederacy was 
not consistent with our mission, and concern about losing a tradition was outweighed 
by the potential harm caused by that name. Additionally, schools have mascots to unify 
and rally around; a change is needed when a mascot no longer serves this unifying 
purpose. 
  
The process the Board used was transparent, and all applicable District procedures and 
processes were followed accurately.  All public comments were considered, and 
ultimately the Board made its decision based on what is best for our students and 
school community. 
  



Since the decision was made, a number of social media and email communications have 
circulated throughout our community.  The South Burlington School District, the Board 
and the entire school leadership strongly denounce any statements issued by 
individuals or groups that threaten the safety and well-being of any member of our 
community and student body. We can disagree, but we must strive for respectful 
debate.  As individuals, a district, a community, and a state, we must reject and never 
tolerate any language that is threatening or blatantly racist. Our schools are here to 
educate and unify.  
 


